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Wow, this year is off to a busy start. It’s already March and spring is just around the 

corner. It’s hard to believe when parts of the country are still receiving snow. In fact we just 

got hit with a snow storm last night.  

Here in the office we’ve been prepared and sent the 2016 Annual and December 2016 

Semi-Annual reports. Please complete those reports and return them back to me along 

with your December bank statements, as soon as possible. If your lodge has any questions, 

please contact me or your Vice President for help.  

In addition to preparing those reports, we’ve been speaking with a couple members 

who have their 10 people to organize new lodges. We couldn’t be more excited about this 

and these 2 new lodges will be the first to open without a Grand Lodge Officer present. 

We’ve been speaking with our legal counsel and have thoroughly reviewed the Constitution 

to confirm we’re able to do so and it’s been concluded we can. Not needing to have a 

Grand Lodge Officer present will help the Auxiliary be more fiscally responsible with 

members due, thus helping us conserve and save money. We really enjoy meeting our new 

lodge members and one of the best ways for us to get to know our members and lodges is 

by having lodges send us pictures of your activities and meetings.  

Speaking of our Constitution, I wanted to let everyone know we’re in the process of 

putting together our Constitution Committee and will be sending out request forms for 

corrections, updates, changes, etc., that your lodge feels should be made to the 

Constitution. The form should arrive to your lodge in the next month. In the meantime, I 



would recommend reading and reviewing our Constitution both individually and as a lodge 

to determine what you and your lodge feel should be updated. I am frequently asked 

questions by members, especially from new members, about what something means either 

because it’s not clear or isn’t easy to read and there are a few sections that could be 

interpreted in a couple of different ways. We would like our Constitution to be easy to 

understand and modernized while keeping our purpose and our goals intact.   

Our convention will be next year and we’re planning to hold it here in the Cleveland 

area. We’ve only begun looking into places and once we’ve finalized where and when it will 

be, we’ll let all lodges know so you can start making arrangements for your delegate to 

attend. I’m really looking forward to working with the delegates to make the necessary 

changes we need to help us continue to grow and prosper in the future. We have such an 

amazing organization and it’s exciting we have the opportunity to steer the Auxiliary in the 

right direction for future generations.   

I personally still have goals for our future, one of which I mentioned in our last 

newsletter which is to open 12 new lodges this year and I really feel we can meet this. I 

want to challenge our members who currently do not live near their lodge to consider 

opening one in their own area. It only takes 10 members and we are here to help. Please let 

us know of your interest, so we can make it happen.    

Lastly I want to end by thanking our Volunteer of the Year. You’ll get to read more about 

her later in this issue. Please keep in mind that this is an annual award so be on the lookout 

for someone in your lodge who deserves recognition for all their effort and service. 

Your sister in solidarity,  

 
Kathryn Hastings 

 International President 
khastings@smart-union.org 

 216-521-1161 
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Please welcome our newest members! 

 

   Wade Arnold (5) 

 Linda Ragusa (376) 

 Bettinna Moos (486) 

 Lynnette Nodland (486) 

 Kimberly Quarterman (782) 

 Donna Murdock 

We ask that you continue to share information about the Auxiliary with other SMART–TD 

spouses and families and if your spouse is a retired SMART-TD/UTU member, remind them 

they can join. The more members we have the louder voice we have.  

 



 
 

Hello Everyone, 

Spring is just around the corner doesn’t time fly? 

Coming up this month, the board of trustees will be conducting their annual audit in our office 

March 2 through March 5, 2017. We’ll be on deck and ready to supply the board with all the account 

records. Former International Secretary, Kathy Callahan kept the records in an organized fashion and 

has set a good precedent for me to follow suit. Stepping into my new role as Secretary Treasurer has 

been a fun challenge. I’ve been fine-tuning my skills in QuickBooks and keeping the accounts 

organized. Who says you can’t teach an old dog new tricks? 

As part of our ongoing commitment to operating the office within a tight budget, we’re always 

looking to lower expenses. We’ll continue to monitor travel expenses, mailing costs and general office 

expenses with a watchful eye.  

Finally, I’d like to invite all our members to send in any photos, or stories of personal interest 

for the newsletter. We love sharing lodge news with all of our international members and the 

newsletter is the best way to get the information out there. If any lodges are hosting fundraisers or 

social events, let us know! We’ll publish a recap of the events in the next edition of the newsletter. 

In Solidarity, 
 

Mary Kay Gubics 
International Secretary & Treasurer 
mgubics@smart-union.org  
216-521-2522 
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On December 20th UTUIA, 

the Auxiliary and UTUIA  

Unit 1 hosted a Holiday 

Potluck Party at the 

International Office for  

the SMART TD, UTUIA  

and Auxiliary staff.  We  

had a lot of participation 

from the staff making it  

a huge success. The ham 

was provided by UTUIA 

 and there was also an  

ugly sweater contest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had a lodge open on December 10th in 

Cheyenne Wyoming and just 

a few days later on the 14th they held 

their 1st Holiday Party. We are very 

excited to work with this new 

lodge as they continue to grow. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 
 

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund News – MARCH 2017 
 

BOARD’S ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD 
 

The Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund board 

members are preparing for their annual meeting (that 

includes decision on number of scholarships to be 

given, the drawing for the 2017-2018 Scholarship 

Awards) to be held at the Auxiliary headquarters in 

North Olmsted, Ohio in April. The Board is required to 

give a minimum of eight (8) scholarships each year to 

meet IRS guidelines. Individuals who have been 

selected as winners will be sent a congratulations letter 

in May informing them of their award. A list of 

winners and their sponsor Auxiliary member will be 

published in the June Auxiliary Newsletter and also on 

the UTU.org (Auxiliary link).  
 

DONATIONS AND MEMORIALS 
 

Clara Rushing – Lodge 933         $   100.00  

Carol Menges – Lodge 933         $ 1,000.00  

Peru, IN Local 206                      $ 5,112.79 
  

Gail Wilcox Personal Donation    $    50.00         

          “In honor of Edythe Walter’s Memory” 

Evergreen  –   Lodge 170               $100.00 

“In Memory of Lillian Radford” 
 

Thank you to the above individuals for their continued 

generous support to the Scholarship Fund!  

Donations are appreciated and should be made 

payable to: Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund  

Mail to: Patricia England - Scholarship Treasurer,  

2153 N HWY 99  

Emporia, KS 66801-8101  
 

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION 
 

Dear Mrs. Menges, 

My mother, Clara Rushing lives with me and has 

continuous nursing care for end-stage dementia 

associated with Alzheimer’s disease. I would like to 

contribute to your scholarship fund in her name. Your 

program was one that she really supported and would 

want to continue to support. 

Sincerely,  

Leslie Purcell (Clara Rushing daughter – Lodge 933)   
 

Dear Mrs. Menges, 

I am sure the students who receive your scholarships 

will put the money to good use on their schooling. 

Thanks you and your Auxiliary for all that you do on 

your Fund. There are few things; we as railroaders can 

do more important than to help educate the children of 

our country. 

Fraternally yours,  

UTU Local 206 

 

 

 

REQUEST APPLICATIONS IMMEDIATELY 
  

Just a reminder that time is quickly running out for 

submitting a scholarship application for a family 

member for the upcoming 2017-2018 school year. 

Applications must be requested by March 15th and 

return postmarked by the March 31st deadline. You 

will need to allow plenty of time to have student and 

sponsor member fill out their information. Only 

original applications are accepted. Sponsor members 

must maintain auxiliary membership throughout 

the duration of the scholarship award. 
  

FORM MUST BE COMPLETELY FILLED OUT 

SIGNATURES ARE MANDATORY 
 

For application and/or information contact: 
 

Geralyn Gardner, Scholarship Fund Secretary  

5485 Edmonds Road  

Bellevue, OH 44811-9711 

geralyngrdnr@yahoo.com  

Or by phone: 419-217-5492 
  

Information Needed for Request of Application: 
  

Your Name,  

Your Auxiliary Lodge Number,  

Complete mailing address (street, city, state and zip 

code) along with Phone number and E-mail address. 
  

The Lodge Treasurer’s signature is no longer 

necessary. The practice of confirming to ensure 

sponsor is in good standing with Grand Lodge has 

always and will continue to be the deciding factor of 

acceptance. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP RENEWALS 
  

The Auxiliary Scholarship Awards are continuously 

renewable for up to four years if certain requirements 

are met. Students maintain both full-time enrollment 

and at least a 2.0 grade point average to qualify. The 

Proof of Enrollment form and Official College 

Transcript must be returned by the deadline dates to 

qualify. Renewal paperwork is sent to all recipients in 

May each year. For the 2017-18 school term, there are 

30 (Thirty) renewals possible. When a student does not 

meet board criteria they forfeit their scholarship. This 

scholarship is then offered to the next available 

alternate drawn from that year's pool of applicants. For 

the 2016-17 school year, the board used 6 alternates; 

funds were given out for 40 (Forty) scholarships    –    a 

yearly total of $40,000. 
 

REMINDER: Scholarships are given ONLY in the 

Fall of each year and are for $1,000.  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

  

 
 

The Auxiliary Grand Lodge held its quarterly blood drive on February 15th and had their best 

turn out yet. The goal was to get 17 pints. They had 26 donors and 22 of those were useable pints.  

If your lodge would be interested in hosting a blood drive please contact Grand Lodge or fill 

out the “Register to Host a Blood Drive” form at www.redcrossblood.org  

 

 

 

Marilyn Spangler, 
retired 

Updating/Billing 
Audit Director & 

Auxiliary member 

Ken Laugel, 
President UTUIA 

Kathryn Hastings, President Auxiliary 

Al Camlin, 
 Records 

Representative 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/


To: Chief Executives, Railway 
Labor Organizations: 

Following are the informational conferences to be held in March through June 2017. 

All informational conference registration begins at 8:00 AM, with programs beginning promptly at 8:30 AM and ending at 

12:15 PM. 

Scheduled Informational Conferences 

FRIDAY MARCH 10TH 
Courtyard by Marriott 
14635 Baldwin Park Towne Center 
Baldwin Park, CA 91706 
(626) 962-6000

FRIDAY MARCH 24TH 
Double Tree by Hilton  
Baltimore North - Pikesville 
1726 Reisterstown Road 
Baltimore, MD 21208 
(410) 653-1100

FRIDAY MARCH 17TH 
Ronald V Dellums Federal Building 
5th Floor, North Tower – Conference Room H 
1301 Clay Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 
RRB (877) 772-5772 

FRIDAY MARCH 31ST 
Birmingham/Jefferson 
Convention Complex-Medical Forum Bldg 
Meeting Room B  
950 22nd Street North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 307-3132

FRIDAY APRIL 7TH 
Holiday Inn-Forest Park 
5915 Wilson Ave 
St. Louis, MO 63110 
(314) 645-0700

FRIDAY APRIL 21ST 
The Inn at Opryland 
2401 Music Valley Drive 
Nashville, TN 37214 
(615) 889-0800

FRIDAY APRIL 28TH 
Holiday Inn Romulus 
8400 Merriman 
Romulus, MI 48174 
(734) 729-8400



 
 
 

 
 
 
FRIDAY MAY 5TH 
Holiday Inn Denver Lakewood 
7390 W. Hampden Ave 
Lakewood, CO 80227 
(303) 980-9200 
 
 
FRIDAY MAY 12TH 
Comfort Inn & Suites 
707 Interstate 30 
Little Rock, AR 72202 
(501) 687-7700 
 

 
 
FRIDAY MAY 5TH 
Sheet Metal Works Local 2 
2902 Blue Ridge Blvd 
Kansas City, MO 64129 
Union (816) 254-8021 
RRB (877) 772-5772 
 
FRIDAY MAY 19TH 
Sheet Metal Worker’s Local 33 
12515 Corporate Dr 
Parma, OH 44130 
(800) 527-3834 
(216) 267-1645 

 
 
FRIDAY MAY 12TH 
Eugene T Mahoney State Park  
28500 West Park Highway 
Ashland, NE 68003 
(402) 944-2523 
 
 
FRIDAY MAY 19TH 
Fort Magruder Hotel & 
Conference center 
6945 Pocahontas Trail 
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
(757) 220-2250

 
 
 

 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 9TH 
Hilton Garden Inn 
2465 Grant Road 
Billings, MT 59101 
(406) 655-8800 
 
 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 16TH 
Embassy Suites Portland Airport 
7900 NE 82nd Ave 
Portland, OR 97220 
(503) 460-3000 

 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 9TH 
LaQuinta Inns & Suites 
5120 Victory Dr 
(I-465 & South Emerson Dr) 
Indianapolis, IN 46203 
(317) 783-7751 
 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 23rd  
Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites 
3551 US Route 60E 
Barboursville, WV 25504 
(304) 733-3338 

 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 16TH 
Tinley Park Convention Center 
18451 Convention Center Dr 
Tinley Park, IL 60477 
(708) 444-1100 
 
 
 
FRIDAY JUNE 23RD  
US Post Office/Federal Building  
657 2nd Ave N – Room 319 
Fargo, ND 58102 
(877) 772-5772 

 

 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST 
Save a tree while saving the Auxiliary some money by joining our email list. 

There are two ways to join. You can register online at www.auxiliaryutu.com or by emailing Mary 
Kay Gubics at mgubics@smart-union.org. If you’re already receiving the newsletter via email 
you’re already on our list. 

http://www.auxiliaryutu.com/
mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org


 
 

 



 
 

 

In this quarters article I wanted to do something a little different. There has been so much talk of civil 
right with our current political climate; I felt it necessary to reflect on National African American 
History Month.  

The rights and liberties of a union family are under attack daily in the United States. It is up to us to 
fight for those rights and stand up and say something when action is taken against them.   

During National African American History Month, we recognize champions of justice and the sacrifices 
they made to bring us to this point, we honor the contributions of African Americans since our 
country's beginning, and we recommit to reaching for a day when no person is judged by anything but 
the content of their character. 

Last month, we celebrated the life of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., whose incredible example is 
unique in American history.  For a long time I have studied not only the “I have a dream speech, but 
many different speeches Dr. King made during his too-short lifetime. One of Dr. Kings most profound 
quotes, in my opinion, is "Life's most persistent and urgent question is, 'What are you doing for 
others?"-    His words ring true as much today as the moment he spoke them so eloquently.  

Just as the people in the crowds gathered at the Lincoln memorial in Washington DC on august 28, 
1963, we too have gathered with a sense of hope and determination.  We have gathered to pay tribute 
to history and culture, a great American legacy. We have gathered to say this journey, this struggle, this 
hope, has not faded.  

We have gathered here today at a pivotal moment in our nation’s history.  Eight years after a historic 
vote that brought us the first black president of the United States, a new man has been sworn in as our 
president.  And today, just like that day on 1963, when a million men and women marched in 
Washington, the future is uncertain.   

But I am here today to tell you, I have hope.  That hope does not rest on the shoulders of anyone in 
Washington DC, our state legislature, or even our own local political leaders.  No, I find that hope in 
YOU, every day, citizens. My hope for this nation and for our Country rests in the faces of the children 
of this organization and in the classrooms across our nation.  My hope rests on that feeling we get 
deep inside our souls when we hear, “I have a dream,” OR “We shall overcome. OR “Let Freedom ring  

And, as Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “when we allow freedom to ring, when we let it ring from every 
village and every hamlet, from every state and every city, and all across Bastrop County, we will be able 
to hasten that day when all of God's children, will be able to join hands and sing in the words, "Free at 
last! Free at last! Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! 

 

In Solidarity, 
Scott Saunders 
National Legislative Director  
ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com  
512-304-8411 
Facebook page: UTU Auxiliary- NLD 

mailto:ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Rebecca Allgyre is a very busy and giving person. It seems she cannot say no too 

often. Her big heart wanted to start the local ALS walk, her dad died of ALS so it’s 

near and dear to her to fundraise. She accomplished this with the help of the ALS 

group in our local chapter. For 2 years now we have had a walk in Tiffin, OH and she 

continues to help it grow with support from family. Rebecca’s team is a big 

competitor with this fundraiser. Her team fundraises throughout the year and has high sales making it hard 

for other to catch up. She participates in a big bake sale and car wash held in Attica around Memorial Day 

weekend. For the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays, her team takes orders for pumpkin rolls, fudge, 

buckeyes and a variety of cookies. If she is lucky, she gets a couple sisters together to help her make the 

items. 

Rebecca’s active with her church. She is a Eucharistic Minister and president of their Altar Rosary Society. 

She organizes and heads the kitchen in both their big fundraisers, the Octoberfest and reverse raffle. She’s 

also on the Seneca East Public Library Foundation Board and makes bread for their big fundraiser at the Oak 

Ridge Festival and heads the kitchen with their big reverse raffle. Another club she is involved in is the 

Bellevue Eagles. She helps to fundraise by selling items and making pumpkin rolls for their scholarship fund 

and assists with decorating the hall and club for all holidays. 

Rebecca is always busy, planning and thinking ahead, all the while trying to work and run her life and see 

her grandchildren. She loves what she does and people appreciate what she does to help them out. We are 

proud to award Rebecca as our Volunteer of 

the Year! Thanks for being such a great 

example to us.  

 

 



 
 

 
Perhaps they are not the stars, but rather 
openings in heaven where the love of our 
lost ones pours through and shines down 

upon us to let us know they are happy. 
Eskimo legend 

 
Lillian Radford (170) 

Erma Trowbridge (391)  

Marjorie Blodgett (391) 

Opal Osborne (565) 

Nancy Pfeiffer (565) 

Winnie Weatherly (725) 

Delores Bonhotel (818)  

Opal Page (818)  

Betty Roe (897)  

 

GOT NEWS? 
 

Do you have some exciting news that  
you’d like to share with other Auxiliary  

lodges and members? This is an excellent 
way for lodges to share activities, thoughts  

and/or information with each other. 

Please send articles and/or pictures to  
Mary Kay at mgubics@smart-union.org     

 

mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org



