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Greetings from Grand Lodge, 

This year is off to a great start. You will see later in this issue that we’ve 
already gained several new members.  We have several lodges that have been 
really been focused on growing and promoting their local lodges. Keep up the 
great work!  

I wanted to take this time to issue a challenge to all members to reach out 
to your non-member friends. Invite them to your next lodge activity. If each of us 
brought in 1 new member we could double our size. If we all did that, just think of 
the positive impact we could have in our communities, our lodges and to our local 
SMART-TD Local. I know we can do this and I don’t want to see us stop there. The 
more people we can get involved, the better. 

To help you in this process and because I’ve had a few lodges ask for 
clarification on who can become members. I think now would be a perfect time to 
refresh everyone.   

The following people can become members: 

 Spouses, family members and relatives (at least 16 years of age or 
older) of SMART-TD or Auxiliary members that are in good standing 

 Employees of SMART-TD 

 Retired UTU/SMART-TD members 

 Staff of State Legislative Boards, General Committees and the 
Washington, DC Legislative Office 

 Spouses, family members and relatives of a deceased SMART TD or 
Auxiliary member that was in good standing at time of death 

 

                         Newsletter 



There are a lot of ways lodges can promote membership. If you are unsure 
where to start, I recommend reaching out to the Local in your area. See what your 
lodge can do to help strengthen them. Also, who do you know that could become 
a member that isn’t? Do you know other SMART TD spouses, family members or 
retirees that would love to be involved in your lodge activities? Who do you know 
that has received an Auxiliary Scholarship that isn’t currently a member? There 
are scholarship recipients that have never become members so why not share 
some of the other benefits of membership with them. 

 Have you been promoting the Auxiliary Scholarship and Union Plus 
benefits? Do you know what those benefits are? I know there are some lodges 
that have been around for a while that might need a refresher.  Below I’ve listed a 
few of them that you may want to review at your next meeting or activity: 

 Auxiliary Fund Board Scholarships - minimum of 8 $1000 scholarships 
are granted each year  

Union Plus Benefits 

 Discounts on computers, travel, tires, cell phones, entertainment, 
prescription, dental, vision, pet services, health clubs, moving & 
storage  

 Union Plus Scholarships - ranging from $500 to $4000  

 There are many more which you can check out at www.unionplus.org 

As always, if you have any questions about these benefits or membership 
please don’t hesitate to contact me. I can’t wait to see the growth in the coming 
months as we work together to build a stronger Auxiliary and to strengthen 
SMART-TD.

In Solidarity,  
Kathryn Hastings 
International President 

 Email: khastings@smart-union.org
Phone: (216) 521-1161 

   
 
 
 

ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE? 
SMART-TD has made it easy in their Legislative Action Center (LAC).  

You can check it out at www.congressweb.com/smart_transportation/voterinformation 
They have information on who you can contact locally to verify your registration status  

as well as a Voter Registration Form that you can print and mail if you aren’t and   
gives you the address where to mail it.  

http://www.unionplus.org/
http://www.congressweb.com/smart_transportation/voterinformation


 

 

 

 

LETTER FROM THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARY/TREASURER 

Hello Everyone!  

 

My new year has started out busy as expected with yearend reports, taxes, 
assessments and getting everything ready for our annual audit for 2015.  I have sent out 
the paperwork for March 2016 Assessments to all of our lodge treasurers. So please 
check with them and make sure your lodge dues are paid, so your treasurer can get your 
lodges assessments paid on time.  Your lodge must be current on all assessments for any 
of its members to qualify for the Auxiliary Scholarship. 

 

I am looking forward to this coming year and in continuing our work towards 
extending the future of the Auxiliary of the UTU for the next generation of members.   

In Sisterly Love,  

Kathy Callahan      
International Secretary & Treasurer 

Email: kcallahan@smart-union.org 
Phone: (216) 521-2522 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 Two Bala Plaza 
  Robert E. Myers, Esquire                             Suite 718                                  Michael J. Olley, Esquire  
    rmyers@ckmo.com                        Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004                     mjolley@ckmo.com  

         

  

 Representing railroad workers and their families for over 30 years throughout the 
Eastern United States in claims brought under the Federal Employers’ Liability Act and the 
Federal Rail Safety Act. 

 Throughout the course of their career, Bob Myers and Mike Olley have secured 
numerous seven figure verdicts and settlements for both traumatic injury and occupational 
injury claims resulting from unsafe workplaces, defective and unsafe equipment and repetitive 
stress injuries as well as asbestos and diesel fume exposure. 

 In addition to their railroad practice, they have also represented railroad workers, their 

families and friends in all types of personal injury actions due to defective products, workplace 

injuries, motor vehicle accidents and medical malpractice. 

Nationwide: 800-334-2500 Philadelphia area: 610-668-9800 
Facsimile: 610-667-3352 www.ckmo.com 

mailto:kcallahan@smart-union.org
mailto:rmyers@ckmo.com
mailto:mjolley@ckmo.com
http://www.ckmo.com/


 

 

 

 

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund News – March 2016 

 BOARD’S ANNUAL MEETING TO BE HELD 
 

The Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund board 

members are preparing for their annual meeting 

(that includes the drawing for the 2016-2017 

Scholarship Awards) to be held at the Auxiliary 

headquarters in North Olmsted, Ohio in April. The 

Board is required to give a minimum of eight (8) 

scholarships each year to meet IRS guidelines. With 

the guidance of the board’s Certified Public 

Accountant, a decision will be made on the number 

of scholarships to be awarded for the upcoming 

year. Individuals who have been selected as winners 

will be sent a congratulations letter in May 

informing them of their award. A list of winners and 

their sponsor Auxiliary member will be published in 

the June Auxiliary Newsletter and also on the UTU 

website (Auxiliary link). 

REMINDER: Scholarships are given ONLY in the 

Fall of each year and are for $1,000. 
 

MEMBERS LETTERS OFAPPRECIATION FOR 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

Dear Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund, 
 

I am extremely grateful for the Scholarship that was 

awarded to me in 2014. Since receiving this 

Scholarship, I have graduated with my Bachelors in 

Communications Sciences and Disorders and am 

now in a Master Program to become a Speech 

Pathologist. Your  continued  support throughout my 

education has aided in the financial burden of 

attending college. Thank you again. 

Sincerely,  

Kristina Winowski  

Sponsor: Laura Winowski  – Lodge 565 
 

DONATIONS AND MEMORIALS 
 

Laurie Sampson - Lodge 3                               $25.00 

Marilyn and Roger Stegmann - Lodge 932      $25.00 

Gail Wilcox - “In Edythe Walter Memory”    $60.00 
 

Thank you to the above individuals for their 

continued generous support to the Scholarship 

Fund! 
 

Donations are appreciated and should be made 

payable to: Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund   
 

Mail to: Patricia England - Scholarship Treasurer,  

               2153 N HWY 99        

               Emporia, KS 66801-8101 

 REQUEST APPLICATIONS IMMEDIATELY 
 

Just a reminder that time is quickly running out for 

submitting a scholarship application for a family 

member for the upcoming 2016-2017 school year. 

Applications must be requested by March 15th and 

return postmarked by the March 31st deadline. You 

will need to allow plenty of time to have student 

and sponsor member fill out their information. Only 

original applications are accepted. Sponsor 

members must maintain auxiliary membership 

throughout the duration of the scholarship 

award.  
 

FORM MUST BE COMPLETELY FILLED 

OUT SIGNATURES ARE MANDATORY 
 

For application and/or information contact:  

          Geralyn Gardner, Scholarship Fund Secretary 

          5485 Edmonds Road  

          Bellevue, OH 44811-9711 

          geralyngrdnr@yahoo.com 

          Or by phone: 419-217-5492 

Information Needed for Request of Application:  

Your Name, Auxiliary Lodge Number, Complete  

mailing address (street, city, state and zip code) 

along with Phone number and E-mail address. 
 

The Lodge Treasurer’s signature no longer 

necessary; since a number of applications had to 

be returned to ensure proper signatures. The 

practice of confirming to ensure sponsor is in 

good standing with Grand Lodge has always and 

will continue to be the deciding factor. 
 

SCHOLARSHIP RENEWALS 
 

The Auxiliary Scholarship Awards are continuously 

renewable for up to four years if certain 

requirements are met.  Students maintain both 

full-time enrollment and at least a 2.0 grade point 

average to qualify. They also must return the Proof 

of Enrollment form and Official College Transcript 

by the deadline dates to qualify. Renewal 

paperwork is mailed to all recipients in May each 

year. For the 2016-17 school term, there are 30 

(Thirty) renewals possible. When a student does not 

meet board criteria; they forfeit their scholarship. 

This scholarship is then offered to the next available 

alternate drawn from that year's pool of applicants. 

For the 2015-16 school year, the board used 6 

alternates; funds were given out for 45 (Forty-five)  

scholarships  a  yearly  total  of  $45,000. 



 

 

 
  

 

 

 
   Happy 101st Birthday 
 
 Lillian C. Radford 
 
         Lodge 170 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

LETTER FROM THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

In case you have been sleeping the last year…. There is an election going on!! The Primaries are in full swing, 
and this has been one of the most exciting election seasons I have ever seen. (Well, I have only been around 
29 years. but still.)  
 

The Smart- TD re-organizational meetings are going on around the country and I had the honor to attend the 
one for Texas.  Connie English retired as SLD after 50 years of service and Kamron Saunders was elected to fill 
the spot.  He will be missed, but I am sure we will still see him around. Mr. English also filled out an application 
and has now joined the Auxiliary as a retired UTU member.  Donna English, The Texas Auxiliary SLD also 
retired, and Kamron’s wife, Haley, took over for her.  I look forward to all the great things going on in Texas 
and across the country. With these directors and our PAC, we are stronger than ever.   
 

While at the Re-organizational meeting, Haley Saunders, Nikki English and myself, hosted an auxiliary meeting. 
I am happy to report we have 7 new members.  The auxiliary continues to grow the more that people find out 
about us.  I ask you all to host a get together at your locals and invite those that do not normally attend to 
come and bring a friend.   
 

The legislative department for the Auxiliary is going through some changes.  I am re-appointing or appointing 
new State Legislative directors in every state. We will have monthly conference calls and host GOTV (Get Out 
The Vote) campaigns.  Stay tuned for information on all of that.  PLEASE make sure President Hastings has 
your Email address. If you do not have email, call me so that I can be sure we have the correct phone number 
for you. (See below for my contact info.) 
 

The Auxiliary Legislative Department is about to be in full swing and I hope you are all willing to help. This 
election will have huge opportunities or consequences… it is up to us to make sure the right people are 
elected.  Let’s work together and please contact me if I can be of any assistance to you.  

 Auxiliary Meeting at Texas Legislative Reorganization Meeting                  Scott & Senator Lucio 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scott, Haley(TX AUX. SLD) & Kamron Saunders (TX SLD)         

 
 

 

Scott Saunders 
        National Legislative Director    
        ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com 

         Phone: 512-304-8411  
        Facebook page: UTU Auxiliary- NLD                   

 

mailto:ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com


 

 

LETTER FROM THE ALTERNATE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR 

Oh my!!! It’s 2:00 on Thursday afternoon here in Texas, which means it is already 3:00 in Cleveland, and I’m just 
starting my piece for the Newsletter!  Nothing like being last minute! 
 
I’m looking forward to the long weekend and getting to spend Valentine’s Day with my granddaughters, but on 
President’s Day I’ll be helping my political party set up a satellite office here in Temple.   
 
My County is much like Texas, much like this Country.  My County is well over half rural.  There are lots of backland 
farms, rolling pastures full of cattle, and the County seat still feels like a quaint, small town.  There is Temple, where I 
live, where Scott and White Hospital has become a sprawling Medical Center, drawing doctors from all over the 
world.  Our industrial complex is growing…not rapidly, but growing. A few miles away is the town of Killeen, home to 
Fort Hood, the largest military base in the world.  It’s all right here in my backyard…so to speak.  
 
Bell County is like our Country, a melting pot of people from around the world. Generations of Germans, Czechs, 
Hispanics and American Indians live here and work and play side by side.  Our lives are so intertwined.   
 
We all want pretty much the same thing.  To put food on our tables, clothes on our backs and a roof over our heads.  
Most aren’t expecting to ever live in a mansion, though we may purchase the occasional lottery ticket and dream a 
little. We just want to have a good life and maybe leave a little something for the grandkids. 
 
Unfortunately greed, for both money and power, has become the norm in politics and business. There are those who 
think the rules don’t apply, that their money gives them free rein and license to live above the rest of us poor mortals.  
Not only do they create the message, they own the messenger.  With their money they own the politics. 
 
A recent reminder of that greed, that it’s “business as usual,” was the notification that another corporation is 
relocating to Mexico.  Another 1400 AMERICANS will be jobless.  Jobless because a company that had billions of 
dollars in profits last year can make even more for their CEO and shareholders by gutting their payroll, all at the 
expense of their employees.  A company that was given huge tax-break incentives to stay.  That is theft in my book. 
It’s well past time to stop rewarding companies for putting hard working Americans out on the street.  
 
I’ve said it before, I’ll say it now and probably say it again and again.  Each one of us has the power to stop the 
madness.  We do it by voting. We vote our jobs.  We vote our future.  We vote the future of our children and the 
planet they will inherit.  We vote with intelligence, not emotion.  We vote and we make our voices heard.   
 
Our Primary will be over by the time this comes out.  I hope you voted.  If your Primary is still to be held, make sure 
you are registered and know where to vote.  The members this union represents need you to make your voice heard.  
The future of our railroaders depends on those we put in office.  

 

In solidarity, 
 

Pam Neal 
Alternate National Legislative Director 
Auxiliary of the United Transportation Union 
utu393@waco.twcbc.com 
254-493-3019 

mailto:Utu393@waco.twcbc.com


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

  
To: Chief Executives, Railway 

Labor Organizations: 
 

 

Following are the informational conferences to be held in March-June 2016.  

 

All informational conference registration begins at 8:00 AM, with programs beginning promptly at 

8:30 AM and ending at 12:15 PM. 
 

 

Scheduled Informational Conferences  

MARCH
Friday, March 11

th
 

Baldwin Park, CA 

Courtyard by Marriott 

14635 Baldwin Park Town Ctr 

 

 

Friday March 18
th
 

Atlanta, GA 
Country Inn & Suites by Carlson 

Atlanta Northwest at Windy Hill Rd 

4500 Circle 75 Parkway 

 

Friday March 18
th
 

Rancho Cordova, CA 

Sunrise Hotel & Suites Rancho 

Cordova 

11260 Point East Dr 

 

APRIL
Friday, April 1 

Pikesville, MD 

DoubleTree by Hilton 

Baltimore North-Pikesville 

1726 Reistertown Rd 

 

Friday, April 8 

Williamsburg, VA 

Fort Magruder Hotel & Conference 

Center 

6945 Pocahontas Trail 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 8 

St. Louis, MO 

Holiday Inn Forest Park 

5915 Wilson Ave 

 

Friday, April 15 

New York, NY 

DoubleTree by Hilton 

Metropolitan New York 

569 Lexington Ave 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, April 22 

Cheektowaga, NY 

Holiday Inn Buffalo Airport 

4600 Genesee St 

 

Friday, April 29 

Romulus, MI 

Holiday Inn Romulus 

8400 Merriman Rd 

 

Friday, April 29 

Ashland, NE 

Eugene T, Mahoney State Park 

28500 West Park Highway 

MAY
Friday, May 6 

Kansas City, MO 

Sheet Metal Workers Local #2 

2902 Blue Ridge Blvd 

 

Friday, May 13 

Little Rock, AR 

Comfort Inn & Suites 

707 Interstate 30, Frontage Rd 

Friday, May 13 

Lakewood, CO 

Holiday Inn Lakewood 

7390 W Hampden Ave 

 

Friday, May 20 

Altoona, PA 

The Hampton Inn Altoona 

180 Charlotte Dr 

Friday, May 20 

Parma, OH 

Sheet Metal Workers Local #33 

12515 Corporate Dr 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Family Fun 

 
 



 

 

 



 

 

LOGO CONTEST UPDATE 

We would like to thank all of you who sent in ideas for a new logo 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

First Place Winner of the New Logo Design 
Amy Rayner of Lodge 711 in New Castle, PA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                  
 

Second Place Winner 
Anna Palermo-Smith 

Lodge 711 

Third Place Winner 
Bill and Pat Walsh 

Lodge 398 
 

         

Entry 4 

Entry 2 

Entry 3 



 

 

 



 

 

 

AUXILIARY SHIRTS 
We’ve received several requests on how to get the Auxiliary shirts from last year’s region meetings so we’ve 
made them available for purchase. This is a great way to show your support for the Auxiliary and they’re 
perfect for when you hold fundraising events. Prices include shipping. Please contact our office with any 
questions.   

Orders due by May 1st, 2016 
 

     Jerzees Spotshield 50/50 Jersey Polo 
                 Choice of BLUE or WHITE 
              (generous fit) 

      ___YS ___YM ___YL ___YXL   x   $25 = $_____    

      ___S ___M ___L ___ XL   x   $25 = $_____ 

___2XL   x   $27 = $_____    

___3XL   x   $28.50 = $_____ 

              ___4XL   ___5XL   x   $30 = $_____  
  

       Ladies Poly/Cotton Silk Touch Performance Polo  
      Choice of BLUE or WHITE   
               (true to size)    

___XS ___S ___M ___L ___XL    x   $25 = $_____ 

___2XL   x   $27 = $_____ 

___3XL   x   $28.50 = $_____ 

___4XL    x  $30 = $_____ 
 
 

Gildan Ultra Cotton T-shirt  
   Choice of Blue or White 

                     (generous fit) 

___YXS ___YS ___YM ___YL ___YXL   x   $20 = $_____ 

___S ___M ___L ___XL    x   $20 = $_____ 

___2XL    x   $22 = $_____ 

___3XL   x   $23.50 = $_____ 

___4XL   x   $25 = $_____ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Orders can be placed by email to: khastings@smart-union.org 
by phone: 216-521-1161 (credit & debit cards accepted) 
or by mail to: Auxiliary of UTU 

24950 Country Club Blvd 
Suite 340 
North Olmsted, OH 44070 

If paying by checks make it payable to: “Auxiliary of the UTU” 

mailto:khastings@smart-union.org


 

 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES 
Do you have any interesting items that you want to share with fellow Auxiliary members? This 
is an excellent way for lodges to share activities, thoughts and/or information with each other. 

Please send articles and/or pictures to Grand Lodge or mgubics@smart-union.org    
   

 
Kathryn Hastings 

International President 
khastings@smart-union.org 

Office: (216) 521-1161 
Satellite Office: (801) 347-8120 
 
 

Kathy Callahan 

International Secretary/Treasurer 
kcallahan@smart-union.org 

Office: (216) 521-2522 
Satellite Office: (928) 308-8885 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
170 Kristina Cross 

281 Miranda Englishbee 
489 Andrea Gonzalez 

489 Connie English 
508 Haley Saunders 

508 Becky Friend 
565 Larisa Williams 

565 Ariana A. Williams 

711 Gail Sherwood 
807 Vanessa Gutierrez 

807 Michael Moore 
807 Brianna Sullivan 

807 Vianey Corral 
933 Trish Coleman 

933 Kenneth Menges

 
 

Departed Members 

   

“The purpose of human life is to serve, and to show compassion and the will to 
help others.”  

  ~Albert Schweitzer 
 

28 Bonnie M. Smith 
218 Jeannine M. Burge 
318 Wilma T. Kirkland 
377 Laura E. Jackson 
565 Clarice L. Bulla 

565 Rose Vincent 

565 Beverly Jean Cline 

606 Mary Alma Kadel 
793 Martha J.Toalston 

793 Lucille L. Clark
 

mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org
mailto:khastings@smart-union.org
mailto:kcallahan@smart-union.org
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/a/albert_schweitzer.html

