
Newsletter 

Meetings and Activites 
 Open House with UTUIA, Designated Legal Counsel, 

Railroad Retirement, Health Ins. 

 GOTV (get out the vote) Event 

 Informational/Educational Night – Legislative 

 Fundraiser – benefiting UTUPAC or local charity

 Sporting Event

 Play/Theatre

 Picnic/BBQ

 Easter/Spring Event– Pancake breakfast, egg hunt,
activities & crafts

 Fourth of July – party or BBQ

 Waterpark

 Trunk or Treat/ Chili cook-off

 Holiday/Christmas Party

 Trampoline Park

 Craft Night

 Pampering Night

 Painting Night

 Cooking/Meal Prep Class

 Volunteering in your Local Community

 Any Variety of Common Interest Activities/Hobbies

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” ~Helen Keller 
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Whether from a new lodge or a more established lodge, I get asked from time to time for fresh, new, creative 
ideas for lodge meetings and activities and I wanted to get that list into everyone hands. I realize not 
everything will be of interest to your lodge however it’s my hope that it’ll get those creative juices flowing for 
a good brainstorming session at your next lodge meeting. As you know, a main focus this year has been on 

growing membership and one of the ways you 
can help is by staying in contact with your
Local and letting them know when your 
meetings are. Then they can share that
information with their membership and they
can invite their spouse and family as well as
retirees. 

At one of this year’s region meetings, the 
words “our voice louder” stuck out and really 
spoke to me. We have the ability to give 
SMART-TD a louder voice by getting our 
members active, educated and participating in 
the issues that matter. If you haven’t noticed 
there’s a war on Labor right now and we need 
to win this battle. The way we accomplish that 
is by having a louder, more educated, involved 
membership.   

On the topic of growing membership, I’d like 
to update our progress for opening 12 lodges 
this year. Currently we are sitting at 2, as you 
can imagine that’s not where I’d like to be at 
this point in the year however, we’re working 

with several people on opening lodges and our goal is still very much in place. I see a lot of big things 
happening before the year is over. We will continue to work hard at making “our voice louder”.     

Your sister in solidarity, 

Kathryn Hastings 
International President 
khastings@smart-union.org 
216-521-1161

mailto:khastings@smart-union.org


 

Hello Sisters and Brothers, 

I hope all is well and that your summer has been spent enjoying time with family and friends. From 

sunshine and BBQs to lazy days at the beach or on the front porch, summer is a nice season in Ohio. I 

particularly like watching my garden sprout in the backyard and eagerly await ripe red tomatoes.  

At the office, we’ve been quite busy the last four months. The Board of Trustees were in for their Annual 

Review and I’ve completed the Quarterly Reports for March and June.  Recently I mailed and email out 

the invoices for the 2017 September Assessment. If you haven’t received one please call or email me. 

In June, Kathryn and I headed to the Lone Star State for the Western Regional Meeting in San Antonio. 

While there, we raised $181.00 for UTU PAC and $119.00 for the Auxiliary Scholarship. I enjoyed meeting 

new people and seeing familiar faces. At night, I enjoyed walking the River Walk which is a main 

attraction of the city. 

Next up in July we attended the Eastern Regional Meeting held in New York. We raised $72.00 for PAC 

and $103.00 for Scholarship. New York City is definitely an energetic place with lots to see and plenty of 

walking to do. I particularly enjoyed the tour to Ellis Island where we got to see the Statue of Liberty up 

close.  

After getting back from that regional meeting, we had the Constitution Committee in July 16-18. You’ll get 

to see those members later in the newsletter. The committee had an opportunity to get acquainted and 

start work on the resolutions that were sent in. Legal Counsel, Kevin Brodar, was on hand to answer 

questions and help as needed. Overall their meetings were successful. 

In closing, I’d like thank the following lodges and their members for donating to UTU PAC. 

 “Vulcan” Lodge 318 in Birmingham, AL 

 “Evergreen” Lodge 170 in Fort Worth, TX 

 Marilyn Spangler from “Goodtimes” Lodge 5 in Cleveland, OH 

 Geralyn Gardner from “Mad River” Lodge 225 in Bellevue, OH 

 Patti Ross from “Auxiliary of the UTU Chicago” Lodge 723 in Chicago, IL 

Finally, remember that here at Grand Lodge we are available to serve you and your lodge members. If 

there’s anything we can do to help build lodge membership, offer support or assistance with fundraising 

efforts, please reach out to us. We’re part of a greater community and are happy to lend a helping hand. 

 

   

International Secretary/Treasurer 

In Solidarity, 

Mary Kay Gubics 
International Secretary & Treasurer 
mgubics@smart-union.org 
216-521-2522 

mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Donations can be sent to: 

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Treasurer 

c/o Rebecca Allgyre 

12503 E. Co. Rd. 6 

Attica, OH 44807-9435 

 

Payable to: 

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund  

Auxiliary of the UTU Scholarship Fund News

BOARD NOMINATION PROCESS BEGINS 

In the months ahead we will be electing two (2) 

Auxiliary members to serve on the Scholarship Fund 

Board for a three (3) year term beginning in April of 

2018. Inserted in the September issue of the 

Auxiliary newsletter, each Lodge Secretary should 

receive the nomination form and instructional letter. 

Lodge President should receive a memorandum 

telling them about the nomination process. Each 

Lodge may nominate one (1) member to run for a 

Scholarship Fund Board Position. Nomination forms 

must be returned postmarked by October 1, 2017. 

The Scholarship Fund Board is looking for 

individuals who have both the ability and the 

willingness to serve. Each board member holds an 

office with assigned responsibilities throughout the 

year. Although the position is not salaried, expenses 

will be reimbursed according to Scholarship Fund 

Board policies. Lodges are encouraged to 

nominate qualified candidates. 

 The upcoming election information and ballot will 

be sent out with the December Auxiliary newsletter. 

Lodges will be able to vote and return ballots 

postmarked on or before February 15, 2018. 

RENEWAL SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 2017 

Scholarships awarded thru the Auxiliary of the UTU 

Scholarship Fund may be renewable for up to four 

(4) continuous years if certain requirements are met. 

Students must be enrolled full-time and maintain at 

least a 2.0 grade point average to qualify for the 

continuous renewal award. 

For the Fall 2017 term a possible 33 scholarships 

could be renewed. Students should be receiving their 

renewal information letters by June. When a student 

completes their education or does not meet board 

criteria, the next available alternate is offered the 

remainder of the scholarship award. 

MEMORIALS 

Mr & Mrs. Dennis Robish  

In Memory of  Edythe Walter            $250.00 

Pasty England In Memory of Beverly Stoop $25.00 

Carol Menges In Memory of Beverly Stoop $25.00 

Pat Shacklette In Memory of Beverly Stoop $25.00 

Shenanago Greens Homeowners Association 

In Memory of Beverly Stoop   $50.00           

Lodge 228 In Memory of Betty Jane Brand $50.00 

DONATIONS 

Goodtimes Lodge 5              $310.00 

Geralyn Gardner Lodge 225    $75.00 

Marilyn Spangler Lodge 5    $40.00 

Rebecca Allgyre Lodge 225    $25.00 

Pamela Neal Lodge 331    $25.00 

Nora Grutzius Lodge 723    $20.00 

Jay Seegmiller      $20.00 

Patricia Ross  Lodge 723    $10.00 

Debra Marx        $5.00 

 

 
 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Reminder to Auxiliary 

Sponsor Members-membership must be 

retained throughout the duration of the 

scholarship award. 
 



AUXILIARY OF THE UTU SCHOLARSHIP FUND - STATISTICS SHEET 

April 2017 
The following numbers reflect scholarships given from 2003 thru the 2016-2017 school term; 
an fourteen (14) year period.    

        $1,100 -   Scholarship Fund began with a collection from the 2002 Convention.  

        144 -   Winners have been drawn for 4-year continuous, renewable scholarships.  

        226 -   Individual students actually received funds.  This includes alternates who were used 
to complete the 4-year awards.  Total does not include any student who was offered funds and 
did not use them through refusing award, forfeits, or college's returning funds.  

       Every District has had a scholarship recipient! 
 
       $490,000 in Scholarship Funds have been given out thru the 2016-2017 school year.  

(This is the amount given out in only 14 years!)  

Update for current 2017-2018 school year:    12    new scholarships were drawn in April. 32      
renewal scholarships are also possible this year.  Therefore, a total of scholarships may be 
given out for the upcoming school year totaling $ 44,000.00.  

Breakdown of Scholarship Awards Given:                                                                                                            
School Term             # Awards Drawn      # Awards Renewed               Total Dollar Amt. Given                    
2003-2004                              2                                  0                                          $     2,000                                   
2004-2005                              2                                  2                                          $     4,000                                   
2005-2006                            10                                  3                                          $   13,000                                   
2006-2007                            10                                13                                          $   23,000                                  
2007-2008                            21                                21                                          $   42,000                                  
2008-2009                            10                                41                                          $   51,000                                  
2009-2010                            10                                33                                          $   43,000 
2010-2011     12       31                              $   43,000 
2011-2012               12                  32          $  44,000 
2012-2013     15        33          $  48,000 
2013-2014       8        39          $  47,000 
2014-2015     10        35          $  45,000 
2015-2016     12        33          $  45,000 
2016-2017     10        30          $  40,000 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Fourteen Year Spa  144                346 

Total Scholarship Funds used thru 2016-2017 school term       $490,000 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR SCOTT SAUNDERS 

If there was ever a hope in your mind that President Trump would be pro-union or pro-middle class 
worker, that hope should be gone by now. Tax cuts for the rich, union busting across the nation, broken 
promises, more taxes for the middle/working class, how is this “making America great again”?  

 

Then we have The Great State, my home state, of Texas.  Our state legislature meets every two years 
for a few months….. If they cannot get everything accomplished they have a “Special Session.” In the special 
session, lawmakers can only pass bills that the governor has deemed “necessary.” Well, we just finished our 
special session, and instead of focusing on school finance and state tax reforms, our legislature focused on 
what bathrooms we could use, cities should not be allowed to regulate cutting down trees, raising the amount 
of money retired teachers have to pay towards their healthcare and taking away the teachers unions right to 
have union dues deducted from their checks. They barely were able to pass The Sunset Bill, which funds things 
like The Texas Department of Transportation, The Railroad Commission, and many more. Another fun fact 
about the Texas State Legislature; the Congressional district I live in was deemed, in a unanimous vote, 
“unconstitutional” by a federal court. Ruling that the legislature created congressional maps with the intent to 
discriminate against minority voters, a federal court Tuesday ordered two districts to be redrawn. 

 

The reason for all of the craziness in national and state politics can be summed up in one 
word…inaction, inaction by people like us. I know you hear it all the time, get out and vote. The good news is 
65% of SMART-TD members voted in the November election. Only 60% of the general public voted, so we are 
above average as a union.  This is a good thing, but there’s still a long way to go. This is especially true when 
you think about how much the federal government affects our jobs and families.   

 

We just finished the regional meetings and had a great turn out. At these meetings I did a presentation 
on the current political environment and highlighted things you should know.  The PowerPoint presentation 
has been uploaded on to our Auxiliary website.  Please view it, share it, and ask me any questions.  It is 
LOADED with information that is valuable for you.  

I want to talk about something for a minute that has been weighing heavy on my heart, and I am sure 
yours too: The events in Charlottesville, Virginia were absolutely horrible. The civil unrest spreading across our 
nation is sad and frustrating. I will leave you with this: “No one is born hating another person because of the 
color of his skin, or his background, or his religion. People must learn to hate, and if they can learn to hate, 
they can be taught to love, for love comes more naturally to the human heart than its opposite." -Nelson 
Mandela. There is a difference between freedom of speech vs. hate. There is a difference in speaking your 

mind vs. condemning those who look different for you. There is...a difference you can make by condemning 
hateful rhetoric and activities vs. turning a blind eye because it isn't happening to you. The persecution of 
those in the black community and the LGBTQ community continues to grow. It would be easy for a white, 
straight, male like me to turn away and pretend like it's not happening. Only one problem; those people are 
my friends, my family, my neighbors. They are entitled to the same liberties as me. What is going on in Virginia 

is absolutely wrong. I urge you all to speak up. As a white male, I have the OPTION to join a resistance. But my 
friends of color and in the LGBTQ community do not have the luxury of a choice. Every minute of every day is a 
struggle. "Be the change you want to see in the world." Make a difference. Speak up. Speak out. Give those 
whispering voices a boost. "We are not afraid; we shall overcome” TODAY. 

 

  In Solidarity,  

Scott Saunders  
National Legislative Director  
ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com 
 512-304-8411  
Facebook: UTU Auxiliary- NLD  

mailto:ScottSaundersJr@gmail.com


 
 

 
 

ALTERNATE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE DIRECTOR PAM NEAL 

Elections have consequences…If you’re following me on Facebook, you’ve probably noticed 
pieces in my feed showing up more and more frequently with that opening. 
 
Contract negotiations that affect each and every one of us are troubling at best.  Friends to 
Labor in Washington are in short supply.  And that’s on us, consequences of the 2016 election. 
 
I will admit that the 2017 Omnibus Appropriations Bill gave us short-term relief, i.e. some 
funding for Amtrak, RRB, Essential Air Service, FRA Grants and very important money for 
National Mediation, which means money for Arbitration. Yes, that funding allowed us to work 
on the backlog of Arbitration cases, but we are starting out 2018 already behind. 
 
I’m going to touch on something that is so basic in my eyes, mainly because of my job in a 
General Chairman’s office.  Unfortunately, on a daily basis I take phone calls from fired 
members who are clueless about Arbitration.  SMART–TD members who do not realize that 
their votes are part of the reason they are being held out of service, not just 2, but 3 and 4 
years, because there is such limited funding for Arbitration.   
 
During long periods of sequestration, the National Mediation Board receives only enough 
funding to keep the lights burning.  Arbitration is under the auspices of the NMB.  So when 
your spouse runs a red block or gets caught up on availability, often due to something 
completely out of their control, their case cannot go to an Arbitrator because there is no 
money to cover the funds to pay that Arbitrator.  This is a direct consequence of electing 
people who do not favor Labor.     
 
The 2018 primaries will be here before we know it and I understand that our last election left a 
pretty rotten taste in the mouths of many of us.  But it’s time to use a little Listerine and get 
back out there and start learning about the names that look to be on our ballots next year.  If 
we expect to keep Amtrak alive, which by the way is a huge part of our (Railroad Retirement 
Pension) if we expect to live through this contract to fight another day, if we have any hope of 
demanding safer working conditions for our railroaders, then we must do the work of electing 
people who support us. It’s that simple…when voting we must never forget… 

 
ELECTIONS HAVE CONSEQUENCES. 

 
 
 

In Solidarity, 

Pam Neal  
Alt Nat’l Legislative Director  
utu393@waco.twcbc.com   
254-493-3019 
(Please feel free to call if you have any 
questions about this or any of my articles) 

mailto:utu393@waco.twcbc.com


 
 

 
 

  



 
 

“I’d like the memory to be a happy one. I’d 
like to leave an afterglow of smiles when 
day is gone. I’d like to leave an echo 
whispering softly down the ways of happy 
times and laughing times and bright and 
sunny days. I’d like the tears of those who 
grieve to dry before the sun of happy 
memories that I leave when life is done.” 
   ~Helen Lowrie Marshall 
 

Darlene served on the Board of Trustee at Grand 
Lodge for many years as well as holding several 
other offices including lodge Delegate. Her family 
and lodge truly miss her and know she had so 
much love for the Auxiliary and her lodge. 
 

Mary Grace and her husband George organized 
Lodge 932 in 1966. Grace served as President 
for one term and then Secretary/Treasurer for 
50 years. She will be missed by all. 

 

Margaret was the oldest member of the “Vulcan” 
lodge in Birmingham Alabama. She would have 
been 101 this month.  

 

 

 

GOT NEWS? 
 

Do you have some exciting news  you’d like 
to share with other Auxiliary lodges and 

members? This newsletter is an excellent 
way for lodges to share activities, thoughts  

and/or information with each other. 

Please send articles and/or pictures to  
Mary Kay at mgubics@smart-union.org     

 

mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org


 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Susan Duarte (170)  
Karen Connell (376) 
Arthur Guyton (398) 
Jill Christensen (456) 
Angel Roe (622) 
Megan Bartlett (782) 
Ivathalie Dendy (782) 

Jessica Harding (782) 
Amber Moss (782)  
Jvanete Skiba (782) 
Anna Grace Thomas (782 ) 
LuWanna Williams (782) 
Kelly Hernandez (811) 
Becky Rubal (897)               

Jessica Krawczyk (933)        
Caitlin Benes  
Christine Peters      
Grace Waugh         
Kathleen Martinez           
Pam Rankin          
Barb Beetschen  

 

San Antonio Region Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     
 
 
 

New York Region Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST 

Save a tree while saving the Auxiliary some money. There are two ways to join. Register 
online at www.auxiliaryutu.com or email Mary Kay Gubics at mgubics@smart-union.org. 

http://www.auxiliaryutu.com/
mailto:mgubics@smart-union.org


 
 

 
 

Our constitution committee met in Cleveland from July 16th-18th however their work isn’t 
done. Over the next several months the committee will be volunteering a lot time as they 
work to go over all resolutions change requests as well as providing any recommendations 
they have.  

Next year will be our Twelfth Quadrennial Convention. The convention will be taking place in 
Cleveland and will run July 17th-19th. More information will be sent out the beginning of next 
year however we wanted to give the delegates a heads up as they make plans for next year.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Constitution Committee  
 

Pictured above (left to right): International Secretary/Treasurer Mary Kay, Steve Fritter (398), 
Terri Ingerick (782), Chairperson Pam Neal (331), Patti Haus (218), International President 
Kathryn Hastings and Mattie Thomas (289) 
 



 
 

 
 

 
Pam Neal - Chairperson (331) 
Pam is a mother of a Local Chairman, daughter of a retired General Chairman and a 
grandmother. She’s spent the last 20 years working in the office of 3 United Transportation 
Union/SMART-TD General Chairmen.  She’s a political activist. And has the honor of being the 
Auxiliary of the UTU Alternate National Legislative Director. Pam has been an Auxiliary 
member for 9 years.  
 

 
 

Steve Fritter (398) 
Steve has been a UTU/SMART-TD retiree for 9 years. He lives with his wife, Julie, in 
Gainesville, VA, a suburb of Washington DC. Steve's 36 years of railroad work includes time 
with Southern Railway, Norfolk Southern and Amtrak. His Union work as District Legislative 
Director (1996-2008), UTU Safety Team Investigator working with the National 
Transportation Safety Board (2000-2008) and a member of UTU Constitution Committee in 
1999. Steve’s experience on the UTU Constitution Committee was challenging and instructive 

and is a valuable part of our Constitution Committee. Steve has been a member of the Auxiliary for 4 
years and serves as his lodge Delegate. 
 

 
Terri Ingerick (782) 
Terri is originally from Thousand Oaks, California.  She worked as a paralegal in Los  Angeles 
County for 14 years, and has worked in an administrative capacity for the State of NC since 
2007.  Terri lives in Asheville, NC with her husband, Ron Ingerick, Jr., SMART-TD State 
Legislative Director for NC. Terri and Ron have two children - Courtney (20) and Jason (18). 
Terri’s been an Auxiliary member for 4 years and serves as President and Delegate in her 
lodge. 

 

 
Patti Haus (218) 

Patti has been married to her husband Steve for 32 years; they have 3 children and 2 
grandchildren. She’s been a railroader wife for over 20 years and now’s the mom of one too. 
Patti’s very active in the Women of the Moose holding state and international appointments. 
She works part time as a rural mail carrier. Patti’s been a member of the Auxiliary since 2010 
and last November a new lodge was opened in her area and she’s currently the Delegate. 
 

  
 

Mattie Thomas (281) 
Mattie retired from the U.T.M.D. Anderson Cancer Center as Operations Manager after 34 
years. She saw a need to disseminate information to family members of the UTU so she 
organized her lodge in 2011.  During the last International Auxiliary Convention, she chaired 
the Budget Committee and was instrumental in getting the salaries for International 
positions in line with the cost of living in Cleveland, OH.  She has an extensive background in 
budget management and policy and procedures guidelines. 

Her lodge is very active in the community assisting UTU/SMART-TD members when called upon.  They 
host an annual holiday party for under privileged children in their community every December. During 
her free time she loves to bake and listen to music because they keep her centered. 

MEET THE COMMITTEE 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 To: Chief Executives, Railway 
Labor Organizations: 

 

Following are the informational conferences to be held in September – December 2017  

 

All informational conference registration begins at 8:00 AM, with programs beginning promptly at 8:30 AM and 

ending at 12:15 PM. 
 

Scheduled Informational Conferences  
 

SEPTEMBER 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15Th 
Federal Building Rm. 407 
515 W. 1st Street 
Duluth, MN 55802 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd 
Courtyard Fort Worth   
University Drive 
3150 Riverfront Drive 
Fort Worth, TX 76107-6542 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH 
Holiday Inn Roanoke 
3315 Ordway Dr. 
Roanoke, VA 24017 
 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 28TH 
Holiday Inn  
215 Sunnyside Blvd. 
Plainview, NY 11803 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 22nd 
Hotel RL-Salt Lake City  
161 West 600 South 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101 
 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 29TH 
Embassy Suites Parsippany 
909 Parsippany Blvd. 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

OCTOBER 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 20TH 
Greater PA Regional Council of Carpenters 
Union Hall 
650 Ridge Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 27TH 
Sheet Metal Workers #19 Union Hall 
1301 S. Columbus Blvd. 
Philadelphia, PA 19147 

DECEMBER 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 8TH 
Embassy Suite USF/Near BG Magnolia Room 
3705 Spectrum Blvd. 
Tampa, FL 33612 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 8TH 
Wyndham Garden New Orleans Airport 
6401 Veteran’s Memorial  
Metairie, LA 70003


	Sept 2017 (missing stats sheet).pdf
	Marilyn STATISTICS SHEET APRIL2017 MEETING.pdf



